Regarding College Recommendation Letters
A well written college recommendation letter takes time, effort and thought on the part of the teacher.  Please consider the following before asking any teacher (particularly me) to take the time to write a well written and thoughtful letter of recommendation.

· How did your efforts in class improve the quality of discussion in the classroom?

· Do you think you tried to rise to the standards set by the teacher?

· Do you think those efforts were noticeable to the teacher?

· How well does the teacher know you and your work?

You do not need to be doing well in a class to ask for a recommendation letter but your efforts to try and do well should be well established and recognizable to the teacher.
I, personally, will not write a letter of recommendation unless I have been asked in person.  Any requests sent on Naviance will not be addressed unless you have spoken to me first.

Teachers are expected to comment on your work in class and provide evidence as to why you are a good candidate for a particular college.  Since you are my former or present history student, you are well aware that without evidence I cannot make a good argument as to why you should attend college.  If I cannot comment on your work in class, I will have very little to write about and that makes for a very poor letter and the college will know why.

Please ask for LORs early.  Once the fall rolls around, teachers have already been asked by many students.  Even if I would like to write your letter, if I don’t have the time, then there is nothing I can do.  If you ask a teacher too late, it might lead to a less than stellar letter.  
If I agree to write you a letter, there is a form I will need you to fill out before I can get started.  The form will need to be turned in quickly.

Please think carefully about who you will ask to write your letter.  Teachers are not required to write letters.  If I do not believe I can write you a strong letter of recommendation, I will decline to do so.  It is not because I do not like you, but writing a mediocre letter will do you more harm than good. 

